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_ SUMMARY

WHAT WE DID

The Palm Beach County (County) Office of

Inspector General (OIG) received a
complaint from the County Community
Services Department (Community

Services), concerning an application to the
County Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic  Security (CARES) Act-
Coronavirus Relief Fund Rental, Utilities,
and Food Assistance Program (Program).

Services alleged that
(Applicant 1) submitted an
application vith fictitious assertions listing
Applicant 2's
Company) as her landlord, along with a
lease agreement showing Applicant 2’s
Company as the property manager and
has the property owner. As a
result of the representations in the

application, on November 30, 2020, the
Countv, issued a check for $8,600 payable

to NN~ pplicant 2).

The OIG’s preliminary review revealed
that Applicant 1 had been deceased for
six months prior to the application
being submitted to the County in her
name. We also learned that Applicant 2
is Applicant 1’s daughter.

Community

In addition, our preliminary review
revealed that Applicant 2 applied for rental

assistance in her own name on four
separate occasions. Accordingly, we
initiated a review of those applications.

Allegation 1:Applicant 2 submitted false
information to the County in support of the
rental application of her deceased mother,
Applicant 1, which resulted in the improper
payment of grant funding to Applicant 2.

Allegation 2: Applicant 2 submitted false
information to the County in support of her
rental assistance applications.

WHAT WE FOUND

Allegation (1) is supported. We found
that Applicant 1 was deceased at the time
the rental assistance application was
submitted to the County in her name. We
found that her daughter, Applicant 2,
provided false information to the County
alleging that she was the landlord for
Applicant 1's rental property. As a result,
the County approved and issued a
payment of $8,600 in rental assistance to
Applicant 2. In addition, the County mailed
a food card with $900 in food assistance to
Applicant 1 at the rental property address,
which Applicant 2 assumed the right to
occupy after Applicant 1’s death. The food
card was used for unallowable expenses.’

The food card was used to pay $203.45 towards an automobile loan with Capital One, Applicant 2's bank.
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