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 DO YOUR CODE INSPECTORS WEAR BODY CAMERAS? 
If so, Your Governmental Entity Should Be Familiar with New Laws Regarding the 

Use of Body Cameras and Public Records Compliance  

 
Beginning July 1, 2026, counties and municipalities that permit code inspectors1 to wear 

body cameras2 must comply with new 
requirements. CS/SB 504 created section 
162.41, Florida Statutes (Chapter 2026-48, 
Laws of Florida), requiring applicable counties 
and municipalities to establish policies and 
procedures governing: 
 the proper use of body cameras; 
 any limitations regarding which code 
inspectors are permitted to wear body cameras;  
 any limitations on enforcement-related 
encounters and activities during which body 

cameras may be used (Code inspectors must be allowed to record any encounter 
with a member of the public while performing their duties); and  
 the maintenance and proper storage of body cameras, and the storage, 
retention, and release of audio and video data recorded by body cameras.   

 
While this bill does not mandate the use of body cameras for code inspectors, it does 
require counties and municipalities that permit code inspectors to wear body cameras to:  

1. Ensure that all personnel who wear, use, maintain, or store body cameras are 
trained in the governmental entity’s body camera policies and procedures. 

2. Ensure that all personnel who use, maintain, store, or release audio or video 
data recorded by body cameras are trained in the governmental entity’s policies 
and procedures.  

3. Retain audio and video data recorded by body cameras in accordance with the 
requirements of s. 119.021, F.S., except as otherwise provided by law.  

 
1 Section 162.04(2), F.S. defines “code inspector” as any authorized agent or employee of the county or municipality 

whose duty is to assure code compliance. 
 
2 Section 162.41(1)(a), F.S. defines “body camera” as a portable electronic recording device worn on a code inspector’s 
person which records audio and video data of the code inspector’s encounters and activities. 
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4. Perform a periodic review of actual body camera practices to ensure conformity 
with the governmental entity’s body camera policies and procedures. 

 
The law specifies that chapter 934, F.S., regarding the privacy of oral and wire 
communications, does not apply to body camera recordings made by code inspectors. 
This generally allows code inspectors to wear body cameras while performing their official 
duties without notifying or obtaining consent from each individual they encounter. 
 
Additionally, effective July 1, 2026, CS/SB 506 amended section 119.0713, F.S. (Chapter 
2026-49, Laws of Florida).  The amendment makes a body camera recording, or a portion 
thereof, confidential and exempt from disclosure under Florida’s public records laws when 
the footage depicts private property or other sensitive situations, specifically when the 
recording is taken in: 
 

1. the interior of a private residence; 
2. the interior of a facility that offers health care, mental health care, or social 

services; or 
3. a place that a reasonable person would expect to be private.  
 

Notwithstanding the above, a body camera recording may be disclosed by a local 
governmental entity:3  
 

1. In furtherance of its official duties and responsibilities;  
2. To another governmental agency in the furtherance of its official duties and 

responsibilities.  
 
A local governmental entity must disclose relevant portions of a body camera recording: 

1. To a person recorded by the body camera; 
2. to the personal representative of a person recorded by the body camera;  
3. to a person not depicted in the body camera recording, if the recording depicts 
a place in which the person lawfully resided, dwelled, or lodged at the time of the 
recording; or  
4. pursuant to a court order. 

 
A local government must retain a body camera recording for at least 90 days.   
 
Overall, the new laws provide some privacy protections for residents and property owners 
during code enforcement inspections, while also requiring government entities to adopt 

 
3 Section 119.0713(2)(a), F.S. defines “unit of local government” as a county, municipality, special district, 
local agency, authority, consolidated city-county government, or any other local governmental body or 
public body corporate or politic authorized or created by general or special law. 
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appropriate guidelines for the use of body cameras and for the retention and release of 
audio and video recordings.  
 

Suggestions:  
 
We recommend that the County and municipalities consult their legal counsel and review 
and update policies and procedures to comply with sections 162.41 and 119.0713(6), 
F.S., as follows: 
 

1. Update code enforcement policies and 
procedures to comply with camera use 
requirements in section 162.41, F.S.; 

2. Establish records-management procedures for 
the storage, retention, review, and release of 
audio and video data recorded by body 
cameras, including review for applicable public 
records exemptions; 

3. Train all relevant staff who wear, use, 
maintain, store, access, review, or release 
body camera recordings; and 

4. Periodically review actual practices to confirm that body camera use, storage, 
retention, and release practices are consistent with adopted policies and 
applicable law. 
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